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This is a wreath, this is a victory                                 15

Csesar himself would have look'd pale to see,
And; in the height of all his triumphs, feel
Himself but chain'd to such a mighty wheel.

And now methinks we ape Augustus1 state,
So ugly we his high worth imitate,                               20

Monkey his godlike glories; so that we
Keep light and form with such deformity
As I have seen an arrogant baboon
With a small piece of glass zany the sun.

Rome to her bard, who did her battles sing,              25

Indifferent gave to poet and to king;
With the same laurels were his temples fraught,
Who best had written, and who best had fought ;
The selfsame fame they equally did feel,
One's style ador'd as much as th' other's steel.             30

A chain or fasces she could then afford
The sons of Phoebus, we, an axe or cord;
Sometimes a coronet was her renown,
And ours the dear prerogative of a crown.
In marble-statu'd walks great Lucan lay,                    35

And now we walk our own pale statua.
They the whole year with roses crown'd would dine,
And we in all December know no wine;
Disciplin'd, dieted, sure there hath bin
Odds 'twixt a poet and a Capuchin.                             40

Of princes, women, wine to sing I see
Is no apocrypha; for, to rise high,
Commend this olio of this lord, 'tis fit,
Nay, ten to one but you have part of it;
There is that justice left, since you maintain                45

His table, he should counterfeed your brain.
Then write how well he in his sack hath drolTd,
Straight there 's a bottle to your chamber roll'd;
Or with embroider'd words praise his French suit,
Month hence 'tis yours, with his man's curse to boot;    50
Or but applaud his boss'd legs, two to none
But he most nobly doth give you one;
Or spin an elegy on his false hair,
" Tis well," he cries," but living hair is dear ";
Yet say that out of order there 's one curl,                    55

And all the hopes of your reward you furl.
Write a deep epic poem, and you may